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Power-on BASIC and Machine Language Monitor

FUJINAMI NOBUHISA'

Until the first half of 1980s, personal computers were machines for programming. Especially,
around 1980 was an epoch of “Power-on BASIC”, where BASIC interpreters on personal com-
puters went into the command input state once they were turned on. This article describes
the personal computers starting from BASIC interpreters or machine language monitors and
the surrounding communities etc., which were the author’s first programming environment.
Then it not only grieves over today, but introduces, as a way to obtain any merits of those
days in today’s environment, the author’s project of PC-A801 emulator and some proposal.
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